
Reading and Writing Skills

• Demonstrate reading comprehension strategies by reading the first
paragraph of one or two epics, myths, or legends; explain how you use
the clues in the paragraph to predict what will happen next and to infer
characters’ motivations for subsequent actions.

• Writing endings to epics, legends, and myths is difficult for student
writers. Invite students to analyze how selected stories end, to assess the
degree of satisfaction that the students feel with the endings, and to
consider what the creators of the stories did to bring the story to a
satisfying close. Students consider how they can use what they have
learned from the stories in their own writing.

Literary Elements

• Students create cartoons of the main events in a favorite epic, myth, or
legend.

• Students consider the themes of selected myths, epics, or legends. Then
they create newspaper headlines and photographs (they could
incorporate Internet images, if they choose) showing the stories’ themes.

Critical Reading and Writing

• Students compare and contrast heroes and heroines from myths, epics,
and legends with popular culture heroes of today. How has the image of
a hero changed and how has it remained the same?

• Students work in small groups to create scripts for plays that draw on
the characters and plots of a favorite epic, myth, or legend, but bend the
gender stereotypes.

Traditional Literature Lists

Fairy Tales

Andersen, Hans Christian (1985: Ill.
Demi) The nightingale.

Andrews, Jan. (2000) Out of the
everywhere: New tales for
Canada.

Aardema, Vera (1975) Why
mosquitoes buzz in people’s ears.

Badoe, Adwoa (2001) The pot of
wisdom: Ananse stories.

Barton, Bob (2003). The bear says
north: Tales from northern lands.

Becker, Hélaine (2007) Mother Goose
unplucked.

Bodkin, Odds (1998) The crane wife.
Brett, Jan (1989) Beauty and the Beast.
Briggs, Raymond (1997) Jim and the

beanstalk.

Brown, Marcia (1985) Dick
Whittington and his cat.

Carrier, Roch (2004) Flying canoe.
Cooper, Susan (1986) The selkie girl.
Dahl, Roald (2002) Roald Dahl’s

revolting rhymes.
Davis, Aubrey (1995) Bone button

borscht.
— (1998) The enormous potato.
dePaola, Tomie (1975) Strega Nona.
Demi (2000) The emperor’s new

clothes.
Emberley, Michael (1990) Ruby.
Eyvindson, Peter (1991) The backward

brothers see the light.
Gal, Laszlo & Gal, Rafaella (1997) The

parrot.
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Galdone, Paul (1983) The gingerbread
boy.

Garner, Alan (1992) Jack and the
beanstalk.

Gay, Marie Louise (1994) The three
little pigs.

Gilman, Phoebe (1992) Something
from nothing.

Hamilton, Virginia (1997) A ring of
trickster tales: Animal tales from
America, the West Indies, and
Africa.

— (2000) The girl who spun gold.
— (2003) Bruh Rabbit and the tar

baby girl.
Helmer, Marilyn (2000) Three tales of

three.
— (2001) Three tales of enchantment.
— (2003) Three royal tales.
Huck, Charlotte (2001) The black bull

of Norroway.
Johnston, Tony (1996) The cowboy

and the black-eyed pea.
Keens-Douglas, Richardo (2000) The

trial of the stone.
Ketteman, Helen (1997) Bubba the

cowboy prince: A fractured Texas
tale.

Kimmel, Eric A. (2003) Three samurai
cats: A story from Japan.

Lawson, Julie (1992) The dragon’s
pearl.

Lewis J. Patrick (1999) At the wish of
the fish.

Lind, Michael (2003). The bluebonnet
girl.

Lottridge, Celia Barker (1989) The
name of the tree.

— (1998) Music for the tsar of the
sea.

— (2001) The little rooster and the
diamond button: A Hungarian
folktale.

Martin, Rafe (2000) The language of
birds.

McDermott, Gerald (1993) Raven: A
trickster tale from the Pacific
Northwest.

Muller, Robin (1991) The nightwood.
— (1993) Molly Whuppie and the

giant.

Muth, Jon J. (2003) Stone soup.
Oberman, Sheldon (2000) Wisdom

bird.
Park, Janie Jaehyune (2002) Tiger and

the dried persimmon.
Paye, Won-Idy & Lippert, Margaret

H. (2003) Mrs. Chicken and the
hungry crocodile.

Reid, Barbara (2000) The golden goose.
San Souci, Robert D. (1995) The

faithful friend.
Schwarz, Herbert T. (1969) Windigo

and other tales of the Ojibways.
Scieszka, Jon (1989) The true story of

the 3 little pigs!
Singer, Isaac Bashevis (1984). Zlateh

the goat and other stories.
Singh, Rina (2003) A forest of stories:

Magical tree tales from around the
world.

Sturges, Philemon (1999) The little
red hen (makes a pizza).

Taback, Sims (1999) Joseph had a little
overcoat.

Thornhill, Jan (1993) Crow and Fox
and other animal legends.

— (2002) The rumor: A Jataka tale
from India.

Toye, William (1977) The loon’s
necklace.

Trottier, Maxine (1998) The walking
stick.

— (2001) There have always been
foxes.

Waldman, Debby (2006) A sack full of
feathers.

Wallace, Ian (1994) Hansel and
Gretel.

Yee, Paul (1989) Tales from Gold
Mountain: Stories of the Chinese in
the New World.

Yolen, Jane (2000) Not one damsel in
distress: World folktales for strong
girls.

— (2003) Mightier than the sword:
World folktales for strong boys.

Young, Ed (1989) Lon Po Po: A red
riding hood story from China.

Zelinsky, Paul (1997) Rapunzel.
Zemach, Margot (1986) The three

wishes: An old story.
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Fables

Anno, Mitsumasa (1987) Anno’s
Aesop.

Bader, Barbara (1999) Aesop &
Company.

Bierhorst, John (1987) Doctor Coyote:
A Native American Aesop’s fables.

Goal, L.A. (Ed.) (2004) Disabled
fables.

McFarland, John (1981) The exploding
frog: and other fables from Aesop.

Morpurgo, Michael (2005) The
McElderry book of Aesop’s fables.

Paxton, Tom (1993) Birds of a feather
and other Aesop’s fables.

Pinkney, Jerry (2000) Aesop’s fables.
Ward, Helen (2004) Unwitting

wisdom: An anthology of Aesop’s
fables.

Wormell, Christopher (2005) Mice,
morals & monkey business: Lively
lessons from Aesop’s fables.

Yolen, Jane (2000) A sip of Aesop.

Legends and Epics

Balit, Christina (1999) Atlantis: The
legend of a lost city.

Bedard, Michael (2000) The wolf of
Gubbio.

Charles, Veronika Martenova (2001)
Maiden of the mist: A legend of
Niagara Falls.

Hodges, Margaret (2004) Merlin and
the making of the king.

Houston, John (1965) Tikta’Liktak:
An Eskimo legend.

Hutton, Warwick (1995) Odysseus
and the Cyclops.

Keats, Ezra Jack (1965) John Henry:
An American legend.

Sutcliff, Rosemary (1981) The sword
and the circle: King Arthur and the
knights of the round table.

— (1995) The wanderings of Odysseus:
The story of The Odyssey.

Williams, Marcia (1996) The Iliad and
the Odyssey.

Wisniewski, David (1996) Golem.
Zeman, Ludmila (1992) Gilgamesh the

king.
— (1995) The last quest of Gilgamesh.
— (2003) Sindbad’s secret: From the

tales of the thousand and one nights.

Myths

Bierhost, John (1993) The woman who
fell from the sky: The Iroquois story
of creation.

Colum, Padraic (2004) The children of
Odin.

Demi (2002) King Midas.
Galloway, Priscilla (1995) Atalanta:

The fastest runner in the world.
— (1997) Daedalus and the Minotaur.
— (1999) My hero Hercules.

Hamilton, Virginia (1988) In the
beginning: Creation stories from
around the world.

Hovey, Kate (2000) Arachne speaks.
Mayer, Marianna (1988) Iduna and

the magic apples.
Oberman, Sheldon (2003) Island of

the minotaur: Greek myths of
Ancient Crete.

Osborne, Mary Pope (1996) Favorite
Norse myths.
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